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Or DKLAWAKK,
(a vindication of the Central American treaty concluded
with Great Britain on the loth April, 1950; delivered
in the Senate March 8 and 9, 1033.
Mr. CLAYTON caul III rising for the first time, after

a long absence, to adiiess the Senate, 1 labor under aome

embariasauieut from obstrving ti.at the gentlemen around
tue are generally stranger* to uie, and that not a single
individual of all my ancient associate* who served wilh
me ill tbia body twenty-four year* ago is now present. 1
am irreaialibly led back to (he events of a period over

which nearly a quarter of a century lias spread its man¬

ile, when those who filled thia chamber as the represent¬
atives of the sovereign Stales of this Union mingled ill
discussiou on the threat ia«ues then before the country,
and when the walls of this chamber daily runic with the
oclioes of their voices, a-i they poured forth "the logic
and the wisdom and the wit" for which they were so pie
eminently distinguished Their debates were but justly)
compared to the procession ol a Roman triumph, moving
in dignity and order to the lofty music of its inarch, und
glittering all over with the spoils of the civilized world.
They are gone and 1, the youngest and humblest ol their
body,am left to tell the tale. The last of them who left
this scene of their strifes and contentions was the pres
cut Vice President of the United States, the Hon W».
K. King, who presided over the deliberations of the Sen-
ate neatly twenty years wilh unsurpassed ability and'
impartiality, and who, during a long period, occupied the
post of chief distinction here as the chairman of the Coin-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

" tHaleiman, yet friend to truth.of »otil sincere,
In aotlou laiitii'ut, and in honor clear I"

I confess, also, a feeling of embarrassment from an-
other source. I ain called upon to vindicate myself
against charges of the grossest character preferred against
me here during iny absence It is the first tune in the
course of a long life that I have found it necessary to
defend myself against degraiing imputations before any
public tribunal. The calumnies which have been ut-
tered here were all made in connexion with the treaty
of the 10th of April, 1850; and I intend, if health and
strength permit, to vindicate the course which I adopted
while acting as Secretary of Stale under the administra¬
tion of the lamented Taylor, iu regard to the negotiation
of that treaty.

It i* a duly incumbent 011 me to speak.not, however,
merely for my own vindication, but to enable others now
ip. the administration of the government to understand a

subject upon which truth has been mote perverted, ai d
falsehood more industriously propagated, thai) on an>
other topic of the day. In discharging this duly, I shall
tndeavor to speak of others with all |KM8ible respect, con-
sistently with what I owe to truth, to the country, and to
myself. All who recollect my cqurse of conduct while
I occupied a seat in this chamber will bear me witness
t&at I never assailed any man personally in debate.never
was engaged in any controversy personal in its character
with any one, unlets it was previously provoked by hiin
Udi auifjitum. But now let it be well understood by
all here that lor every word 1 utter in debate I hold my-

and a man of lionor. I have very great coHtempt for that
self personally responsible everywhere as a gentleman

a man of no
class of puppies whose courage is evinced by their si-
lenca when they are hung up by the ear. When attacked,
1 will defend myself without the slightest regard to con-
st (jnencep ; aiul in doing thai, as I ain liable to the in-
hruiities of other men, I will carry the war into Afitca
whenever I think the assailant worthy of my notice. On
tbi* occasion much of what 1 intended to say must be
omitted, in consequence of the absence of the distin¬
guished senator from Michigan, [Mr Cass,] who intro
duced the discussion in this chamber ol Thursday, the
9th of January last. I regret his alsence and the cause
of it. I cannot say those things which 1 intended to say
to him if he were here, for I do not much approve of the
modern plan of attacking absent men, who can have no

opportunity ol defending themselves on the spot. How¬
ever, in speaking of the subjects referred to in that de¬
bate, in wnicli that senator was my principal accuser du¬
ring my absence, I must necessarily s^eak of him.be
cause my own defence, for which I have demanded lib¬
erty of speech at the first moment after the Senate could
l>ossibly hear me, would otherwise be unintelligible
And I will say further, that I am willing to remain here
till harvest il necessary, in order that all others who may
choose to reply to anything I shall say may have full and
ample opportunity of doing so.
At the time to wbich I have referr< d, the 6th of Jan¬

uary last, the eeuator from Michigan rose in his place
and demanded an opportunity to make a personal expla¬
nation. In the course of that explanation he distinctly
charged me, as sll the reports of his remarks which ap¬
peared in the public prints on that and the succeeding day
will show, wnh having recigniced the British title in
Honduras, commonly called the Belize. My letter 10
Mr. Bulwer of the 4th of July, 1850, completely dis¬
proves this accusation, and shows thai I carefully avoid¬
ed the very thing of which he accuses me. Another ver¬
sion of his speech afterwards appeared, charging me
with having admitted by my letter thai Central America
was not Central America at all, and that the treaty did
not apply to any territory where Great Britain had any
sort of claim. This also is disproved by the letter. Both
these statements did rne gross injustice, and they went
on the wings of the lightning to all parts of ihe country
before I could possibly refute them. It is said falsehood
will travel a league b'fore truth can put on his boots,
and so I found it

Hat, sir, there was a much more grave and serious ac¬
cusation tban Itiat If I understand it a! sll, it was a

charge that 1 had inserted in the letter to Sir Henry L.
liulwer a direct jgMMi) llsl M Msd tliat Mr
King, tbe chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela¬
tions, the chosen organ of the >«. nate to communicate
with me.as much the organ of this body as I whs tbe
organ of the 1'resident to communicate to the Seriate
through turn.had informed m« that the Senate perfectly
understood at the tune they voted upon ihe treaty of the
lWth of April, 1S60, that British Honduras wax not in-
rJaded in that treaty. Tlie senator froT. Michigan de¬
clared, in the presence of the American Senate, that he
had that very morning hnnself waited on Mr. King, and
had received from Mr. King's own lips the positive de¬
nial of the assertion. Now, Mr. President, I can under¬
stand this a man of hasty impulses might msk» a great
mistake even in reference to a subject ol that character,
and might misunderstand Mr King.

But on the Saturday succeeding that debate there ap¬
peared in tbe public papers of this city, under my own
hand, a \indication oi myself against the charge, and
Mr. King's own letter, dated at ihe very time I was writ¬
ing the letter to Sir Henry L Bulwer, informing >ne, in
the very words used by me in the letter to Sir Henry,
"that the Senate perfectly understood that British Hon¬
duras was not included in the treaty." I have the orig¬
inal letter now before me The senator from Michigan
surely saw that letter in the newspaper, or he lieaid it
here in debate; lor some of my friends, to whom 1 owe

(real acknowledgments for their defence of me on the
Occasion, brought that letter to tbe notice of the senator;
and it appears Irom the card of Mr Braig, a gentleman
of the other House and a friend of Mr. King, published
nn the Tuesday succeeding in Ihe public papers ol the
eity, lhat the honorable senator from Michigan tnust
himself have seen Mr. King after the morning on which
hs mud* his accusation againat me, and received from
Mr King's own lipa a denial of the statement which the
senator made on this floor. And, sir, what followed that
The senator came into the Senate on ihe Monday follow¬
ing, and, as Mr. Bragg stales in his leiter, reiterated the
actumtion against me. It does not appear upon tbe de-
t>aie.s that he did so; but this did spi>ear, tnat he was

entirely silent in regsrd to the whole matter of bis
charge |n referring to tbe letter of Mr. King, he only

lhat he had nothing to do with it thislelt Mr
*^»g >n an unple4«ant (wxition as well as myself; and
ih* »n«ior never did me the justice on any occasion to

'b* statement which he hs<i mnde here on the Oih
ay o( Janeery. ()f ,(,tl ( fe,.| that | have great cause
o^eoeapUn There was nothing in the personal rela

0 senator from Michigan with myself to war-
ran me 111 the expectation that be would make such an
assan upon me S<. far as I understood these relations,

He had been kind to one
' hvVl*" '" *1' *["' 'bought I had repaid the obi 1-

Ution m hnwn'k l" who stood in the same re-

H.. M.!Z .*,,lh">»"«»qrae winch I had with him
..Tt ? "5 ne" "f Personal hostility,and 1 fthould is Aoon have aui,.4fui si - t

. any other man of
<kmo( me in 11 at ice a« 11>«» **naw,, t, »v l i*.""Slot Irom Michigan It is

we cannot mm® u *
® is not here to-day, thatwe cannot come to a., underswnding in relation to these

.ol«A^e'ShifttT °,V1r K"e' 'nd "hole conductS22E?T L L w"»c"n* .» Secretary .( Stale. weteworthy Ol my highest respect He |rtnk>
'

manly in ail his communiranon. with me on all 'ott*",on" *Zm ,r"# h'" eonselud himas one of the fathers of the Senate. and a. one 0t theof 'h* President in reference10 the treaty, a. i| prngreeaed from tune lo lime We
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both agreed that we never could and uevtr would recog¬
nise any title to tiic eminent dufSUDi ixntiug in Great
Britain, in what was called British Honduras or Belize
\Ve coHcurred exactly with lhn report of the honorable
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relation*, that all
the title that Great Britain had in the territory called
Belize was tt.e right of occupancy in the territory
pointed out in the treaty ol 178b, between Gteat Brit¬
ain and Spain.

Sir, theie were other extraordinary statements made oil
that occasion. It was stated by some one in debate that
U«n. Taylor's executive message to the Senate, commu¬
nicating the treaty of the lwth o( April, 1850, had de¬
scribed the country within which the British were not to
occupy, fortify, colonise, or assume or exercise any do¬
minion, as extending from the southern part of Mexico
to the interior of New Granada The President had slate I
in tfiat executive mestage that the treaty provided for the
protection of all the routes between the points which 1
have just named ; kut the country from which the British
were excluded by the treaty was the country described in
the first article. The eighth article speak* of protection
to be given to the Tehuaiitepec route and the Panama
route; and a sad blunder was made by somebody in
quoting that passage to show that Brilii-h Honduras was
included in that treaty. It is unnecessary for me to ex¬
pose what is at once made palpatile to everyone who
will look at the eighth section of the treaty.
Again: it was insinuated in debate, it I understood it,

that the President and cabinet had not been informed of
my proceedings at the time of the exchange of the ratifi-
cations. On what authority such an insinuation may
have been made it is impossible for me to conjecture, for
I think at thia veiy moment one of the cabinet ol Piesi-
dent Taylor is within hearing of my voice, and will biar
testimony with rue, as every other member would, thai
the whole subject was referred to the President, and per-
lectly understood by every cabinet minister, as well as

by the President himself, ft is only necessity to mention
these things, and I have done wuh them. It is painful
to allude to accusations built upon sucl. miserable state-
meiiis as this
At the instance of the senator from Michigan, a reso¬

lution was adopted by the Senate on the 27th of January
last referring my coirespondence with Sir H. L Bulwer,
ut the time of exchanging latifications, to the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with inductions to that com¬
mittee to liiqune what measures were necessary on the
pait ol the Senate to be taken on account ol it. On the
11th of February the committee repotted a resolution that
Mr. liulwer's declaration and my reply to it " import
nothing mote than an admission on thepaitof the two
governments, or their functionaries, at the time of ex

changing ratifications, that nothing contained in the treaty
was he considered as affecting the tale or existing lights
of Great Britain to Uie English settlements in Honduras
bay, and consequently that no measures are necessary on
the |<art of the Senate to be taken because of Sir Henry's
declaration and my reply.
To this part of the report, which ucquitted me of the

imputations cast upon me, 1 of course do not object. The
committee have negatived all the statements of those who
declaied that the Senate did not understand the treaty an
1 had explained it to Mr. Bulwer, or have deemed thein
unworthy of their notice. My triumph over these accu¬
sations is completed by the report of the very tribunal se-
lected by my accusers in my absence to try me. But!
there is one part of the committee's report which, al-
though it is not necessary lor my justification to refute it,
yet is indispensable as an excuse for those who assailed
ine. My attitude is, therefore, ill this respect, no longer
merely defensive. 1 deny the statements of the co.tmut-
tee so far as they go to excuse those who assailed me,
and 1 become tne accuser in my turn. The statement of
the committee to which 1 mean to except is, that " the
boundaries allotted to the British settlements on the Be-
lize, by the treaties of 1783 ami 17SG, lie altogether with-
in the territory ol the republic of Guatemala " 1 mean to
maintain that this opinion, or statement of the committee,
whether considered politically, geographically, or histori-
cully, is utterly and absolutely erroneous; and that the!
British settlements within the boundaries allotted to them
by the treaties of 17»3 and 1736 are, and ever have been,
from the earliest history of that country, within that in-
tendency of Mexico called Yucatan or Merida, and never
formed a portion, and do not at this day form a portion,
either of the Stale of Guatemala or of the ancient viceroy-
alty ol Guatemala, or of tbat country which is known
amoag statesmen by the name of Central America.

i he term Central America haa been uaed among some
blundering geogiaphers and careless travellers as applica¬
ble to many different parts of thin hemisphere. 1 can
Mipply the committee with several »ucli book* as "John¬
son's Gazetteer," which was quoted in debate, and which
describes it an containing a large portion of Mexico and
the whole republic of New Granada Such was the
character of the authority relied upon in debate heie by
come ceiiators to prove that they understood, when they
voted on the treaty ol the IDih of April, 1850, that Brit¬
ish Honduras was included in that treaty. Of course,
then, they understood that the treaty covered not only a
large portion of Mtxico, but the whole republic of New
Granada ! Now, among statesmen and legislators, the
boundaries of a country designated by a particular phrase
are those which then own governments have recognised
under that designation. We made a treaty on the 5th of
December, 16'i5, with "Central America," or "Ceutro-
America," and we have ;epeatedly accredited ministers,
for whose missions Congress has made appropriations
from time in time, to the government of Central America.
At the same time we have sent other men'as ministers to
New Granada as a separate government.to Mexico as
another government, special agents to Yucatan,and con¬
suls to British Honduras. The writers of gazetteers and
careless travellers may classify countries according lo
fancy, and nobody is hurt by it if they liapi*n to extend
the name of Central Amenca to the whole isthmus
between North and South America, or even to the
arctic circle ; but a statesman is expected to speak,
when writing a treaty, in the language and according
to the meaning of the terms employed by his own gov¬
ernment in former treaties and laws. Our treaty with
"Centro-America," or Central America, of Decem¬
ber Mh, 1H25, was a treaty with the confederated
States of (iuatemala, San Salvador, Honduras, Nica¬
ragua, and Costs Rir.a; and ths constitution of the
republic of Central America, adopted on the of
November, isv4,aud officially communicated to our gov¬
ernment before we made the treaty with that republic,
described its territories at embracing only the ancient
viceroyaJty of Guatemala, with the exception of the
province of Cbia|>as. Whatever was excluded by Cen¬
tral America from her own limits could not be embraced
in any treaty with that government, or a'iy treaty re¬

specting its territories with any other government So
lar, the ommttlee and I ajree They have repudiated
the preposterous and silly conclusions arrived at by cer¬
tain gentlemen in the debate of theHth of January. These
are errors of which a schoolboy ought to be ashamed,
and I content myself with referring to the facility with
which the committee have rejected the geography of such
learned I hebana, and adopted the conclusion that the
treaty of 1650 includes nothing more than the Central
America embraced in her own constitution. But the re

port of the committee shall not cover the ignorance of
others, who asserted with so much confidence here that
British Honduras was included in the treaty 1 shall
proofed to prove beyond the power of soccesstul denial
that the settlements at Beli/.e, within the limits of the
treaty of 17srt, could not hy potfibtlily be included in the
teirilory of Central America , and I now throw down the
gauntlet, not only to all these wise men who thought me
so silly for admitting that these settlements weie not
within the treaty, but even to this Committee on Foreign
Relations, and invite them to defend tins part of their
report if tbey can

I shall prove them to have been guilty of a gross er¬
ror, tirst by the authorities which they themselves have
relied upon, and then by every authority, whether politi¬
cal, geographical, or historical, which is worthy of re¬

spect
And first, as to the authorities relied upon by the com¬

mittee The report states that the Rio Hondo, the north¬
ern limit of the Belize settlement, is claimed by Guate¬
mala to be wholly within its territory, fcven if this were
true, it would prove nothing , for no impartial judge ever
admits a party on his own mere assertion to be the owner
of any property out of hi» possession, and in the po««e«-
sion of another who claims it, as is the case here But
it is not true thst Guatemala claims, or ever has claimed,
the territory msrked out for the Belize by the treaty of
178* To sustain their assertion, the committee tirst
quote Captain Bonnyrsstle's description of the boundaries
of Vera I'az, which literally proves nothing at all; then
they refer to the map which accompanies the work, and
say that "on that, winch (tbey admit) is upon too small
a scale distinctly to mark the boundaries, the river Wal-
lys'or Belize vmild mppt.ir marked in the province of
Vera P.' " For the boundaries extracted from (Captain
Bonnyca«ll»'s " Spanish America," we are referred by
the coinm ttee to vol. I, page 165. Any man who will
look st them will see that they sre perfectly Consistent
wi'h what that author had said before, which completely
oversets the committee, and which I now proceed to

quote. First:
'. Vu^aian is the most easterly province ol the kingdom ol

Nsw Ppain, snd is in lb* torrn ol a peninsula jutting oar

,OtO the Li ull ul M«J ICO Irom the main land ul Uiu Isthmus ;
(t u Miriuunded on the northwest by the wat«r« uf the Mei-
cau Gulf; by the Bay or Gull of Honduras on iho south-
ami ; the province ol Vera Cruz bOMnds it on the SQUth-
wcat, and Vera I'd/., in Guatemala, on the couth. Here it
la connected with ihe continent of North America by an
Isthmus of about lit) tulle? in breadth. The English have
settlements extending a short dis'ance alonx the eait cuatt
of Yucatan, opposite Ainbergas Key.".p. 122.
Then again :
" The eastern coaat of ¥ucatan ia not inhabited by Span¬

ish colonists. llu Engtiih along aj>]><ariHg there, except in
the amall fort of Bacalar, which has been built to prevent
the British from going iuto the Interior.".p l'iit.

So we see that the first authority cited by the commit¬
tee entirely fail* them, and proven that the British settle¬
ments are in Yucatan
The next authority relied on by the committee in "an

alia* of Guatemala, in right maps, prepared and engraved
ut Guatemala, by order of the Chief of the .Stale, C. D.
Mariano Galves," in 1832, on which the committee say
"lhe northern and western boundary of Guatemala, al¬
though called ' Lindero Indetinido,' (line undefined,) is
thrown north of the Kio Hondo; which river, both on the
map of the republic of Guatemala and on that of the de¬
partment of Vera Paz, contained in the atlas, is altogether
within the limits of Vera Pa/. " Now, the liiat observa¬
tion which I have to make in regard to this authority is,
that a map engraved by order ot the President ot the
United Stales, including the Canada* within our own
limit*, would not bo regarded by any sensible man in a

foreign nation as much prool to show that we were en¬
titled to the Canada*; and the next remark I have to
make is, that no northern and western boundary of Gua¬
temala is laid down on these maps. 7'/if umle/iiieil line
proves nothing, and the pretension that the Uio Hondo
was in the department of Vera Paz is too absurd in the
eyes of any man acquainted even with the priteimioin ol
Guatemala to be credited tor a moment. The map itself
sliowh that Belize is not in Guatemala, in the State De¬
partment was a map to which this committee ought to
have had access, hut of which they knew nothing, which
proves that the British had obtained the survey of Guaie-
mala, found in her own archives in 1826.that is, six years
before the maps relied on were made. It is entitled "Map
o( Guatemala, reduced from the survey in the archives of
that country." It was published January 13th, 1820, by
Atrowsunth, the royal b>drot:raplier. Great Britain was
about to inaKi' a treaty with Mexico, and to obtain trom
Mexico a confirmation of her title to the settlements at
Belize, derived from the Spanish treaty of 17S6. It was
important for Great Britain to ascertain how far Guate¬
mala might have any claim to the Belize territory. Both
Guatemala and Mexico bad revolted from Spain, and Great
Britain had equally recognised and favored them both. It
was immaterial to her whether the Belize was situate i in
Mexico or Guatemala, as either of them would unhesi¬
tatingly have recognised the grant made by Spain of the
" useful domain" in British Honduras, granted by the
treaty with Spain of 1786. She eonght to know only
which had the right to grant it, and the ascertained be¬
yond all possible doubt from the archives, not only of
Mexico, but of Guatemala herself, that the British set¬
tlements at the Belize were in Yucatan. Arrowsmitb'a
map, reduced from the survey, in th« archives of Guate¬
mala, to which I have referred, shows that Vera Paz is
about 130 miles south of the Uio Hondo and the Belize
river, and that " Peten," and not Vera Paz, is the north¬
ern province of Guatemala. Vera Paz is far south of the
" vVallys" or Belize, so called from the old English buc-
canier Wallace, who first harbored in British Honduras
On that mats furnished from the survey of Guatemala
herself, the Belize settlement extends at least fifty miles
south of the river " Wallys," and no part of Gaatemala
is nearer than eighty miles south of the mouth of lhe
Rio Hondo. Like every other map made by Guatemala
or under her surveys, it has but little pretension to scien¬
tific arrangement; but it is represented as conveying a

just idea of the then existing state of geography in Guate¬
mala, and of her own claims as exhibited by her own

original survey. I will send the map to the chairman of
the committee if he requests it and as it is said to have
been one of the very maps made by order of lhe British
government to ascertain from what country they should
obtain a confirmation of the Spanish title of occupancygranted to the British settlers by the treaty of 1786, it is
the very best evidence that Guatemala had no claims
whatever to the Belize; for Great Britain could, I re¬
peat, as easily have obtained the grant of the useful do¬
main in the Belize from Guatemala as from Mexico
Having thus ascertained that Guatemala had no claima,
she proceeded to negotiate with Mexico; and,on the 26th
of December afterwards, she made a treaty with Mexi¬
co, of which the following is the 14th article :

"Art xir The subjects of his Britannic Msjeaty
shall, on no account or pretext whatsoever, be disturbed or
molested in the peaceable posseaaion nnd exercise of what-
ever rights, privilege*, and immunities they bnve at any
tune enjoyed wilhiu the limits described and laid down tn
a convention, aigned between Ins aald Majeaty nnd the
King ol Spain, on thn 14th ol July, 1786, whether such
rights, privileges, and immunities atiall be derived from the
stipulations ol the said convention, or from any other con¬
cession which may at any tim* have been mads by the
King ot Spain, or his predecessors, to British aubjects and
settlers residing and following their lawful occupations
within the limita aloreaaid ; the two contracting parties re¬
serving. however, lor some more lining opportunity, the
further arrangements of this article "

No such treaty was made with Guatemala that we ever
heard of. We see hy thin treaty that Great Britain ad¬
mitted that the eminent domain which Spain had loat by
the revolution had descended upon Mexico. She did not
neck to rub Mexico of the aovereigoty over the country ;
"he named nothing by the treaty which Spain had not
before granted to her; and an she sought only the grant
of the useful domain, or merely the rights of an ola net-
tier, there was not a civilized nation on earth that would
have refused to concede an much an Mexico did. If she
had thought Guatemala had any light to the territory she
would have applied to her to make the name grant, and
that State could an well have refused to confirm the grant
of lands held under her limits for any other privae or

'special purpones as nhe could have refused to make the
sameconceKHion which Mexico made. The rightsof (treat
Britain, under the treaty of 178C, to occupy the land and
10 rut dye-wood and mahogany, to erect mills to saw it,
to fish iifion the coast, to refit their ships at the adjoining
islands and territories embraced in the triangle described
in that treaty, and to occupy those inlands when the
vomi'o would not permit them to remain on the main land,
were rights which cm Id not be divested by that very
revolution which Great Britain had encouraged, without
manife-t dishonor to the local government. If Great
Britain bad sought to seize u|ion the territory, she could
much more easily have forced the concession of it from
the little Stale of Guatemala than from Mexico, a greatly
nu|>erior power.

1 he next authority relied upon hy the committee is
hearsay evidence, and we are not allowed to know the
nana of the witness. The report sa)s: "And the com
miltee sre informal that on the official map of Yucatan,
subscribed by St nor Negia, aa commissioner of that prov-
inre, published in 1§48, the sou'hern boundary of that
Slate is established on the parallel of eigh'een degrees
north latitude." If this be true, it only proves that the
British settlements at the Belize had encroached further
upon Yucatan and Mexico than we had supposed If,
however, this fact in adduced to prove that Guatemala
extends to the eighteenth degree of north latitude, it
proves loo much, and it cannot ponmbly be true, for then
[Guatemala would include the celebrated Bacalar, and
the fort there established as the north limit of the Brit-
ish settlers. It is not pretended that on this map, which
the committee never saw, Ynoatan is bounded by Guate¬
mala; and it the man who gave this information will!
produce the map, I will stake the whole insus between
the committee and myself on the fart that the southern
boundary o' Yucatan will appear by it to be on British
Honduras, or Belize.
The next and last authorities relied upon by thin com¬

mittee to prove that British Honduras lies m the State of
Guatemala are still more remarkable. This part of the
report is so extraordinary in its character, that I dare not
at'empt to state the mere substance of it lest 1 should do
the committee injustice I will "sneak by the book lent
equivocation should undo me

" ft is, literally, as fol¬
lows :
" In MM the Stste of Guatemala made a large grant of

land lo s company, on condmon ol actual settlement. in the
neighborhood of the " Hay ol IJonduras,' when the British
authorities ai Helix* interposed and forbid the settlement,
claiming that the grant was Within their boundaries This
collision led the government ol Central Amenoa to make it
the occasion ol a special commission lo England lo settle
and adjust ihe respective rights of ihe republic ol Guate¬
mala and of (trest Bri am, in reference to the British set-

iletnents in this quarter This laot was communicated to
the government ol the United States by M Alvarez. Sec
re>*ry of Foreign AtEairs ol the Central American confed¬
eration, in a despatch to the t>ecreiary of .Smie, dale I !)«.
cumber 90, 18:11. *nd ihe good oirio«s of this government
with the Urltisti Court were solicited in the proposed ne¬

gotiation In that despatch ihe Secretary of Male, re¬
minded ol tbe avowed policy ol this government concern¬
ing European colonisation on the American Continents, is
referred to ihe aggressions sod encroachments m Helize
upon the lermss'jg nf Vtmlral Anwrit a The mission, it
apnears. was Iruntess
"The British government, olaiming that D »n Juan Oa-

lindo, the ssiaule, was a British subject by birth, refused

lo iMfi Jit bim as ibe minuter of Central America. In one
ot Hie letters ufUii»miauttr, Don Galludo, whilst at Wash¬
ington, to the Secretary ol Stair, dated June 3, 1838, lie
Communicates a paper, prepared and published in Guate¬
mala !>y ^en-Jr Annnia, a member ol the federal congress
01 Gfiiiral Ameiica lor the Slate of Guatemala, in which,
reciting that 'the hamuli settlements between the Kio
Hondo and tlie Belizo are In our territory,* an able and
forcible ei position is uiado of the injury resulting to Cen-
lial America by the smuggling openly carried on at tbe Be¬
lize, lit defiance ui the revenue laws ol tbe confederation ;and a strong remonstiance against the pretensions of the
authorities tlipie claiming a right to occupy a» they held in
1821, (the dale ol tbe revolution,) and regardless of the
treaty llmin with Spain. In the letter of ihe Minister ol
Foreign Atfalrr, beiore referred to, ibis encroachment Is
tluled al more than foily-flve leagues."

1 lie only thing in all this statement of the committee
which can be relied upon an the claim of Guatemala her¬
self, in regard to the extent of her own territories, is the
letler of Alvarez, the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of ttie
government of Central America. The letter of John Ga
lifldo, an Irishman, who came here merely as a bearer of
despatches, and so states in his letter of tbe 22(1 of May,
lb3S, and whom the British government refused lo re¬
ceive as a commissioner to remonstrate against the al¬
leged British encroachments on Guatemala, and the pa
per of St-iior Auiiitta, which is a magniloquent address or
speech by a member of Congress of Central America to
the people there, (never intended for u*,) from which he
doubtless expected to derive much petty local popularity,
do not bind the government of Guatemala, are not ut-
lereil by her puthoriiy, and are worth about as much as
the letters oTone of our own hearers of despatches
nbroad setting forth the claims of our government, or the
speeches of one of our modern advocates of the Monroe
doctrine, when threatening here among usquiet old gen¬
tlemen lo sweep the British from all the country north ol
49 deg , or to annex all Central America to the United
Slates. We know, from the letter of Mr. Dickens, acting
Secretary of Slate, ol tfie 10th of June, 1835, to this John
Galimlo, that the subject of the letter of Alvarez must
have been made a cabinet question ; for the Secretary
pledged himtell ill that letter that it should be brought to
the consideration of the President Picture to yourself,
ihen, General Jackson and his cabinet in session ; the
senator from Michigan, then being Secretary of War, oc¬
cupies the third seat at the cabinet table John Forsyth
produces the letler of Alvarez and leads it I do not be¬
lieve he soiled his fingers with tlie speech of Senor Anni-
tia to his constituents in Central America, or with tbe let
lers of John Galindo, whom the committee have dignified
with the name of the " Mintster" Don Galimlo When
Mr. Forsyth read the passage of the letter of Alvarez,
declaring lhat "it had always been the policy of the
United Stales to prevent and resist European settlements
in America, and that the aggressions and encroach¬
ments at Belize were a dangerous and alarming violation
of this principle," what do you suppose was the appear¬
ance and language of General Jackson, who came into
power upon the adverse principle, supported by a party
which violently denounced the Monroe doctrines. Clay's
instructions to Poinsett, and the authors of the Panama
mission especially, and all their works ! The senator
from Michigan no doubt sustained the Monroe doctrine
and the principles of tbe Panama mission. But how came
it about that the " mission" of John Galindo, the speech
of Stnjr Annitia, and Utter of Secretary Alvarez, were
alt treated with perlect contempt, or at least tms'-ed over
in perfect silenccWe know ihat General Jackson re¬
fused to take any notice of tbe subject, as he did of the
application of tbe government of San Salvador asking
admission into our Union.

But this letter of Alvarez, when carefully examined,
conclusively shows that the Central American govern¬
ment at the time did not pretend that the boundaries of
tbe British settlement, under the treaty of 17S6, were
within their limits. All they claimed was that "tbe
boundaries should be according to the letter of the con
vention of 17S0 " They did no* complain of the British
settlement within those limits, but they did complain "of
an encroachment beyond those limits by more than for¬
ty- fivo leagues " They expressly admitted the limits of
Belize, which, they said, were "definitely lixed by the
treaty of 17S6;" and they admitted the Mexican title or
"high domain" over the territory of Belize, by saying
tbat "Ihe original treaty limits had been latitied in 1826
by the treaty' between Great Britain and the republic of
Mexico. Thry sent John Gslindoto England to com¬
plain, not of the settlement within the limits of the treaty,
bul of the mcToachmentt beyond them ; and the pasra^e
cited hy the committee from the letter of Alvarez to prove
that the settlement of Belize, within the treaty limit',
was upon tbe territory of Central America, proves di-
rectly the reverse, as it shows that only the mg^restiom
and encro*ihmeni$ at Heine were upon thai territory As
1 consider this despatch of M. Alvarez as conclusively
admitting ll.at British Honduras, within the treaty limits,
was not in Central America on the 30ih of December,
1834, 1 ask the reading of that letter.

[It was then read by the clerk, as follows:
DsrAitrMs.iT cr Foasio.i ArrAiss,

St. Salvador, December HO, 1834.
Sir A short time linos, tho authorities of the State of

Guatemala granted, lor purposes ol settlement, sundry
lauds situated lit ihe neighborhood ol the Bay ol Honduras
io a company, whose object was to form a national estab
llMiment upon tbem. An soon, however, as the authorities
ol Belize were tnlormrd of this grant they declared that
the lands in question were within their jutirdiction. were
thel r property, and they positively refuted to give the con¬
tractors possession of a right whiob now justly belongs to
Ibem

1 tns extravagant pretention la plainly contrary to the
convention of 17;*>, based upon that of 1783, between their
Britannic and Catholic Majesties, which definitively lixed
ilie confines ol Bcliae, witlnn which the inhabitant! were
10 keep themselves which convention having been ratified
by Ihe respective courts ill 1814, and tubsequentty in 1K2B,
t,y thn trea y between Great Britain and thn republic of
Mexico, it seem* clear, without entering into questions of
another description, that the boundaries ahould be accord¬
ing io the ieiter of lhat convention
The inhabitant* of Belize, who have exceeded times

labliahed limit* by more than 1'arty-flve league*, found their
pretensions upon ihe circumitance ol their having occupied
the lindain controversy prior to iho independence ol Cen¬
tral America. Hut such a violation ol existing treaties,
persisted in despite tiie earnest and repeated remonstrances
of the Spaaish authorities, cannot give those of Belize a

lawful right to conaider that as their own which they have
In lact usurped.
An affair of such magnitude lias constrained ihe gov

eminent of Genual Annus io accredit Goi John Galmdo
lo the British cabinet; and the Vice President of this re

public does not doubt lhat, through your honorable conduct,
trie President ol tiie United States may make the most
poinit d intimations to thn court ol hia Majesty upon thn tub-
I'd, and that he will lake a lively interest, to that end that
the rights t f a nation, who Is n sister and a friend to lhat of
tue North, may not be violated.
The mediation of the President will doubtless give

gretier weight to the representation* which our comims-
sioner may make to the British government; and ihis re
I'Uhlic would ilenn such a measure a most decided proof ol
f riendship and of a concern for her rights Suffer me, upon
this occasion, to remind you that it has always been an ob¬
ject ol ihe policy of the t nlted Htates that there should be
HO Eiir0|X'an settlements upon the American continent, and
ihat the aggressions and encroachments at Belize upon ihe
lerrttory ol Central America ato a dangerous ami an a arm¬

ing violation of ihis principle It belong* to your grnai
and happy republic to place hersell in ine vanguard ol
a policy au interesting to the new Amerioen Stales, and
to uphold with hnr name our right* in the presence of l.ng
land. *

*jM> anwhile I have the honor to tender to your axcel-
Innoy ihe most distinguished sentiment* ol Ihe consideration
with which I am your excellency'* very devoted and obn-
dierit servant, M. ALVAKKZ.
The ^xcBiraty or STsTx

ol the Department ol Forego Affairs of thn
Government of the llepublioot North America ]

I will only mid thai even the letter of John Galindo ad¬
min that the Hriti*h are entiiled to occupy the town of
Belize; though 1 do not conaider hia letter a* compromit-
nng any interest, for he disregarded all historical truth,
arid did not represent Central America or anything elae
A letter of Mr Murphy to the Secretary of Mate proves
that he was an impostor, and was never accredited to
England aa a commissioner from Central America, but
only from the little State of Guatemala.

I hate now examined every authority cited by the com¬
mittee, and by each of tbem I have proved that the re¬

port ol Ihe committee is erroneous All theae authorities
prove the Belize to be in Yucatan, and neatly all contain
Ihe admissions of Guatemala herself that the conclusion
of the committee is utterly destitute of foundation.

Notwithstanding the committee slate in one part of
their report that "from the in/*rmatu>n btfnrt Ottm they
entertain a decided opinion that the British settlements at
Belize, a* defined hy the treaties with Spain, lie within
Ihe territory of the republic of Guatemals, and »o equally
constitute a part of Central America," yet they evidently
doubt whether "the information before them" was ssffi-
cient to establish that lact; for in the very next pars
graph they add that "in the event of its being ascertained
hereafter tbat theae British settlements on Honduras Bay
lie in whole or in part north and west of the proper
boundaries of Guatemala, though they would not in aiich
case form any part of Central America, and thus are not
within the strict engagements of the treaty, yet that any
colonies or oilier permanent establishments there hy Great
Britain or any otber Kuropean power must necessarily

excite the most anxious concern of this government, midwould, if persisted in, lead to consequences of most ui.-pleasant character."
As the committee thus avow themselves donbtful of

the "decided opinion" they expressed, I will proceed to
strengthen their doubts, and to refute their opinion, b)
diving ibrin the information which was not before tlieinTheir report says that "by some of the European geog¬raphers [not Spanish) these British settlements are spokenof as iu Yucatan." 1 lie first authority to which 1 shall
refer theai, as they hava denied that Spanish geographerhave so spoken, is the " f)Mu>n*tio Geographic*)" of Don
Antonio de Alcedo, published at Madrid in 17s>«. I quotefrom the English edition, translated by Thompson, in five
volumes quarto, Loudon, 1813:
" BALIS, Kio I'k. a river in tin ptovinct and government

uf Yucatun, which ions into the sen upon ihe same co«H
near ihe strand of Bauslar, nnd Into llm bay which i-
foruied by iliat strand and I-unn Mand".Vol 1. page l'£>

After mentioning the thirteen provinces of Guatemala,
Alcedo expressly mentions Yucatan among the provincesof " Nueva Kspana," [Mexico ].Vol. '2, p 6-1, and vol.
'i, p. 10d. The authority is the more conclusive, as tin-
writer, who was a Spaniard, published his work at Ma
drid in 17W5, the date ol the convention which fixed the
limits of the Belize settlement. In volume 2,|>age'207,Alcedo says, "the kingdom of ¦ Guatemala' is bounded
on the northeast by the province of Yuuilan."
The next authority to which I refer is Humboldt's

.' Political K*say on the Kingdom of New Spain, con
taining researches relative to the geography of Mex¬
ico," translated from the oiiginal French by John Black,
puhlished in New York in tbll. This work of Humboldt
" underwent the examination of the Spanifh government
before it was published in Pana in 1810." In vol I, p203, the intendency of Merida, or Yucatan, is included
among the twelve intendencies of Mexico; and in vol
'2, p. 139, the author says, " the intendency of Merida
comprehends the great peninsula of Yucatan, situated
between the bays of Campeachy and Honduras." Ob¬
serve, it comprehends the whole of the " peninsula,"
not merely a part of it. Again, Humboldt says, on the
same page
"The province <f Merida is bounded on the south by

the kingdom ol Guatemala, on the <-*>t by the intendency
of V*ra Cruz, on the wcit by the English establishment*
which extend Irom ihe motitli of Ifie Itio Hondo to the
north ol the bay of Hanover, opposite the itlaud of
(Jbitro, [Ambergris K -y.J In this quarter, Salamanca, or
he tuiull fort of San Felipe de Bacalar, is the most south¬
ern point inhabited by tho Spaniaids."

Again, the author says, on page 160 :

"Since the settlement of the English between Ohio
[OmoaJ and the Rio Hondo, the government, to diminish
the contraband trade, concentrated the Spanish and Indian
population in the part of tbe peninsula west from ll.e
mountains of Yucatan. Colonists are not permitted lo set¬
tle on the weilern [error, for tmltin] coast, ou the branches
of the Rio Dacalar and Itio Hondo. All this vast country
remains uninhabited, with the exception of the military
pull \firtniliij] ol Salamanca."
And on the map of Humboldt the British settlements

are included in the peninsula of Yucatan.
The next work to which I refer is that of the cele¬

brated French geographer, (the greatest of tbe age.)
Malte-Biun, printed at Paris in lb-17, p. 720, from which
I make the following extract:
" Colon in Anulaisk..Sur le territoire de I'ancien etat

Mexicalii d'Yucaian, les Anglais pos:Client a I'embouchure
de la Belize, riviere' qui se jeite dans la bale de Hondu¬
ras, une oolonie comoosee de 4,000 hnbiians. Kile porto le
nam de colonic de Honduras Son chef lieu est Belize,
petite vi In avec un port situe a I'endroit oil la riviere d* ce
nam se jette dans le mer."

Having thus described the British settlement as a Brit¬
ish colony in the ancient State of Yucatan, in Mexico, at
the Belize, a river which empties into the bay of Hondu¬
ras, which British colony is called the colony of Hondu¬
ras, M. Malte Brun says, p. 710, that the ancient cap¬
taincy general of Guatemala, or confederation of Central
America, is bounded on the gulf ol Honduras and the bay
of Moequitos. In the 3d volume of the American edi¬
tion of 1827, p. 301, Malte-Brun speaks of "the pe¬
ninsula of Yucatan, or tbe intendeucy of Merida," and
saya
" We hsve distinguished on our maps, under the name

of English Yucatan, that part of the peninsula which lies
to ihe south of the river llimda, [Hondo,J and of the Span¬
ish military post ol Salamanca."

Domingo Juanca, a Spaniard, in his " History of Gua¬
temala," says that " the jurisdiction ol the Koyal Audien-
cia and Chancery of Guatemala extended along tbe At¬
lantic from Ihe const of Belize, in Ihe bay Hondurat, to
the E«cudo de Veraguay."

In the third volume of the London Encyclopedia, page
4ly, we find that
" Belize is a river in tbe peninsula of Yucatan, South

America, which falls Into the bay of Honduras, in latitude
14 rirg. 99 min north. On its banks, and to the extent of
two hundred miles up the stream, the English out mahog¬
any. and hr the tieaty of I7C3 a right was guarantied to
British subjects of cutting and carrying away logwood in
the district between this river and the Rio Hondo. Beyond
the rtene of their operation the Belize is very imperfectly
known"
Again:
" Belize, a seaport town of Yncala*, South America, is

an establlshinenichiefly composed ol English settlers at tha
mouth of ihe above river ".Ibid

I could till a volume with British authorities, describ¬
ing, at various periods during the last hundred years,
their settlements in Honduras as being in Mexico or Yu¬
catan. The committee avoided all these; and their re¬
port declares that " respect for tbe State of Guatemala re¬
quires of this government to recognise the boundaries
she has prescribed for herself, at least until they are sue

cessfully controverted by those territorially interested "

Why did not res|>ect for Great Britain equally require of
this government to recogniae ihe boundaries she has pre¬
scribed for herself, or, at leaat, equally refer to her
claims f With her we have an existing treaty of |*ace,
amity, and commerce, and yet no British authorities are
referred to for the purpose of showing her pretensions,
although so much more easy of access I shall not dwell
upon lliem; but having cited ihe French and Spanish au¬
thorities, I shall conclude my review of the report by re¬
ferring to some of the leading American authorities on
the subject.

i>art>y inform" u« mat " neiize is a river 01 Norm
America, in Yucatan, and on Ms banks the English
have their principal settlements for cutting mahofany,"
Sic
The " Encyclopedia Americana" define* Belize aa a

"seaport of Mexico, id Yucatan, at the mouth of the river
Belize," and says "it 1a the only aeltlement belonging to
the Hriliah on the roaat " The character of franco Lie
her, the editor, aa a man of acience, can be aiated by the
senators from South Carolina.

In the " Encycloprdia of Geography." by Hugh Mur-1
ray, revised by Bradlord, published in 1A37, page 3J8,
the author, after speaking of Mrrida and Campeachy. on
tna weatern aiile of the |>enineuia of Y ucatan, says : "On
the other >idc of the pemnauia of Yucatan the Hritinh poa-
sees ihe settlement ol Honduraa, extending along the shore
from the Rio Hondo to the Liburn."

I have no time to cue other geographical works to
which I could readily reler, but I may he permitted to

quota the instruction* giren by my immediate predecea-
«or, Mr Buchanan, wbo, a* I think, was qualified lo

ludge of thia queation, and who, in his letter lo Mr
Hise of the 3d of June, 1M8, deacribea the country ceded
hy the treatie* of 1783 and I76fi, when referring lo the
British encroachments, aa the "preaent Hriiiih nrowinc*
of the Belize," and a* the "established Britiah colony of
ihe Belize," to wlnrli he. under (he direction of Mi I'olk,
appointed a conaul, thua directly recognising the colony
aa a Britiah colony long before the treaty of the 4th of
July. 1850, and atill longer before th* lllh of February,

when this committee declared that Ihe whole tern

toty waa in Central America If it were so. why did Mr
I'olk and Mr. Buchanan aeek and obtain the txtqumtur
for Mr Hempatead, our conaul at the Belize, from Ihe
Britiah government, and not from Guatemala / If there
hail been any foundation for the "decided opinion" of
ihia committee, waa wot the couraa adopted by Mr I'olk
and Mr Buchanan a direct inault lo Guatemala I And
why did Ihe membera of thia committee, who now ahow
no reaped for Ihe rights of Great Britain, and refuae even

lo quote her pretenaiona to the territory, relying, aa they
have done, excluaively upon the mere claims of Guate¬
mala, then paaa over in silence all that waa dona by Mr-
Polk'a sdminiitration. acknowledging the domain to be
in Great Britain, by asking her consent to the consulate
al Belize I

I now leave tho«e gentlemen who ware ao confident
that British Honduraa waa in Central America on the
fllh day of January laat, and who aaid they would not
have voteil for ihe treaty if they had not believed it waa
there, te the enjoyment of their own reflections
My next object la lo vindicate the treaty, which re¬

ceived the voie of forty-two aenalors against ten To do
thia I shall review the hiatory of ihe principle on which
it was negotiated.

I he principle which for twenty yeara baa governed all
the negotiations of the American government on the
great subject of an inier oceanic communication hetwe»n
the ,\ilsi tic x 1 I n >fic, srroM ihe isthinua which divwea

to or k m im i< rx< t f*»

The name of BO paraou »lll be enter e> >|>ut>i (lil' H "*
P*> ui u»« iutiKr1|iUoii Ix ataile )i a4fiK«.
llwiaai aubacritaia mmj lor Mid ua money by letter, U>t postage el

wlitd> mill be |«id tj w, ami all ruk aaaiuued by uiiMjfH la III aa*
U uiauiiaaluu,
Tbe C'Ot'NTKY fAI'Kh U putilialied til noikly dnri»| U« m}

hum Of Congreas, and tentl-wnkly during tb« recraa.

Bubacnptioua for a period leae tiiau a year will tw rateiaed oa
idiiui proportioned to the above anuual uui,

Ifij- nw I UAHTKHH ana authorised lo act aa out ageula aa*, by
semilog ua riva DAILY aubairlbera, wall $M enclosed Of riTI
DhMl WKKKI.Y aubacribera, with$-.*& eucloae* or riva WEEKLY
aubarilbers, with fit) encloaed, will be entitled to one copy of the
aaiiK edition aa tbey lurniah ua aubacribera lor, itoIu.

North from South America, wan suggested by a unani¬
mous vote ol the Senate, iit executive session, on the 3d
day ol March, 1635. The lesolutiou then adopted by the
Senate la in the following words:
" HttolvtJ, Thai the President el the United State* be re¬

spectfully reque* ed to consider tlie exprdiency of opening
negotiations wiih the governments ol other nations, and
parlicuturly with tin- ifovernuient* ot Central America and
New Granatin, lor tho purpose ol etfocluully protecting, by
suiiahlc treaty stipulations Willi them, such Individual* or
companies aa may undertake lo open a communication be-
twren tliu Atlantic and Pacific ocean*, by the construction
ot a aUi|>-canal ic oii tin- Isthmus which connect* North
and South America, und ol securing forever, by *uch *tlp-
ula>iuii«, the free and equal right of navigating such canal
to all sucli nations, on tin* payment ol such reasonable toll*
as may be e-tablished to compensate the capitalists wtio
may engage in such undertaking and complete the work."
This resolution wm at the time debated by Daniel

Webster, John Fors>th,and mjself. It hud long been a
cherished object with me to procure souie communication
across the isthmus which would bring ihi»country nearer
10 the teriitoriee on the Pacific, and draw the Iteasuies of
that mighty ocean, with its ten thousand fertile and pro¬ductive islamic, into the poits of the United States. I
thought then, and slill think, that the opening of such a
passage was ol paramount importance not only to my
own country but to all other*; and that even if, in com¬
pleting such a wink, fifty or a hundred million*of dollar*
(aye, one-hall the money vainly expended in attemptingto discover a north went passage) should be expended, it
would be a cheaper outlay, and render more benefit* and
blessings to the world than an tqual expenditure in anyother enterprise that had ever been or could ba under¬
taken by man. I introduced the resolution just eighteen
years ago last Friday, and on the next day Congress ad¬
journed, and John 1-orsytli entered upon ihe duties of
Secretary of State, under the administration of President
Jackson. The suggestion contained in the resolution met
with a warm and heutiy approval from the President;and on the 1st day of May, 1S35, Charles Biildle wa*
churned with the duty of making inquiries with a view
fo enable the Executive to comply with it Mr. Forsyth'*
i-.i* ructions to Mr. Kiddle direct hun to proceed by the
most direct route to Lake Nicaragua, to explore the con¬
templated cominunication by canal or railroad in that
ouarter, for which purpose every facility was granted to
Mr. Biddle. He was afterwards directed to proceed to
examine the Panama route, and such other point* on the
Atlantic aide of the isthmus as would probably be fixed
on for the termination of a road. I was anxious at the
time mat William Kadclilf, the former consul at Chagre*,
who had devoted much of his life to the examination of
this great subject, should receive the appointment But,
unfortunately, he was no politician. Mr. Biddle disi be) rd
bis instructions.never visited Nicaragua; and, alter
having procured from the government of New Granada
an exclusive grunt of the right of way across the isthmus
of Panama, vesting in citizens of the United Stales h
monopoly ol the route, in direct opposition lo the reso¬
lution of the Senate, he returned home, and then, for fie
first time, coolly informed Mr. Forsyth that it " appeared
to him unnecessary at present to enter into any negot a-
tions with foreign nations upon the subject."
Hi* idea of an exclusive grant to our citizen* of the

right of way wan in accordance with the opinion of Mr.
Htse, subsequently appointed hy Mr. Polk. Both nego¬
tiated for a monopoly of the passage in our own citizen*.
But there was thin difference between them: that the
gra-H negotiated by Mr. Biddle provided that two-third*
of the stock created by it should be "the property of
Charles Kiddle and such citizens ol the United States as
he might associate with him, the office of the company to
be in Philadelphia, and all instalments to be paid there,
and the number of directors to be 111 the same proportion
as the quantity of stock." President Jackson was high¬
ly displeased with the result; and Mr. Forsyth, on the
23d of September, 1836, immediately after ascertain¬
ing the facts, in a despatch to Robert B. McAfee, our
charge d'affaires at Bogota, disavowed and censured the
whole proceeding, and directed him "to disclaim all con¬
nexion with the project on the part ol this government,
to prevent any misunderstanding with the government
of New Granada" The whole object of the Sena<>-
and the President was thus frustrated by the incom .

petency of the agent. President Jackson shortly after
went out of office But the subject was not permitted to
sleep. The records of the State Department show that
during every succeeding administration that de|>artsnant
has been engaged in the consideration of this subject,
and es|>ecially in the acquisition of information ne¬
cessary to enable it to act with effect. In the admirable
despatch ol Mr. VVheaton, of the 17th December, 1845,
it is observed that, " in the letter of instructions given in
182$ by Mr. Clay, then Secretary of State, to oar pleni¬
potentiaries appointed to attend the congress of Panama,
reference is had to a correspondence on this subject be¬
tween him and the minister of Central America ; and il
was stated that if the work (a canal) sboald ever be ex¬
ecuted so as lo admit of the passage ol sea vessels, the
benefits of it ought not lo be exclusively appropriated to
any one nation, but should be extended to all parts of the
globe, upon the payment of a just com|>enMtion or rea¬
sonable tnlls." By recurring to the instructions given to
our ministers to Panama by Mr. Clay m 1826, it will be
seen that President Adams fully approved the principle
subsequently adopted by the American government, so
lar at least as tc negative the idea that il was either the
interest or the doty of the American people to obtain a

monopoly ot the right of way Mr. Wheatoo correctly
observes that after the failure of Mr. Biddle'a grant, and
a subsequent similar grant of exclusive privileges to
Karon Thierry, the subject was again taken up in 1839 in
the House ol Representatives of the United Slates, on the
memorial of the merchants of New York and Philadel¬
phia, on which <i very elaborate report was made by Mr.
Mercer, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, ac¬

companied with documents and maps illustrative ot tbie
imporiant subject. The report concluded with proposing
a resolution that the President should be requested "to
consider the expediency of opening or continuing nego¬
tiations wuh the governments of other nations, and par¬
ticularly with those the territorial jurisdiction of which
comprehends the isthmus of Pansma, and to which the
United Slates have accredited ministers or agents, for the
purpose of ascertaining the practicability of effecting a
communication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans,
by the construction of a ship-canal across the isthmes.
and of securing forever, by suitable treaty stipulations,
the free and equsl right of navigating such canal to all
nations." This resolution was unanimously agreed to by
the House II will be seen that it is almost a literal copy
of the Senate's resolution of tbr 3d of March, 1835

ll thus sppears that the House of Representatives
adopted the identical principle established by lbs Presi¬
dent and Senate four years previously. Mr Adams and
Mr. Clay had merely proposed that the benefits of the
communication between the two oceans should not be
exclusively appropriated lo one nation,and ahouM be ex-
lended to all parts of the glohe on the same terms. But
during the administration of President Jackson we see
that our government extended the principle to the length
embraced in the resolution of the Senale and during the
administration ot President Van Buren the House of Rep-
resenlstives adopted the same pnnciple by a resolotion
in nearly the same words. In JH47 President Polk car¬
ried the principle into practical execution by the treaty
which was negotiated with the government of New Gra¬
nada In his exscntivemessage to the Senate of the 10th
of February, 1847, communicating the treaty with New
(iranada in regard to a canal or railroad across the isth¬
mus of Panama, lie quotes al lull length ihe resolution
of the Senate of the 3d of March, 1835; approves of tbe
policy adopted hy President Jackson and the Senate at
that period ; (feme* the policy of obtaining an exclusive
grant or monopoly of the right of way to the American
people; and vindicates Ihe principle of opening the com¬
munication to all nations on the same terms, anu of consti¬
tuting alliances by negotiation, not for political objects,
but for purely commercial purposes, equally intervsting lo
ill the navigating nations of the world. I ask the MO-
relary lo read the message
" To tht Small of I'it Un\tt4 Slalu
" 1 transmit to ihe Senate, for their sdvics wuh regard to

lis ratification, '. general trent|r ol peace, amity, naviita-
Iton, ami commerce between the United Slates of Ammica
snd the republic ol New Granada,' concluded at Bogota on
ihe twallih of Uscember last, by Benjamin A Hidlack.
charge d'atlures ot ihe United Stales, on their pari, and
by Manuel Maria Mallarino, Secretary ol State and Foreign
Relations, on the part of that republic.
"It will l>e perceived by the thirty-fifth article of this

Ireaty that New tlranad* proposes lo guaranty to the gov¬
ernment and oili/ens of the United States th« right of pass¬
age across the Ktlimss of Panama, over the natural roads,and over any canal or railroad which may lie constructed
to unite the twn aess, on condition that ihn United States
shall malce a similar guarantee to New Uranada of the neu¬
trality of this portion ol her territory, and her sovereignty
over the same
" The reatons which caused tbe insertion of ibis import¬

ant stipulation in Ihe treaty will be luily made known lo
ihe Senale by the accompanying documents From ihese
It will appear that our charge d'affaires acted In this par¬
ticular n port his own responsibility, and without I"Ures
Hons. Under such rm iim.iammv n became my duty to
decide whether I would submit ihe ireaty lo the Senate ;and, after mature consideration, I have determined to
adopt this coarse.

file Impostsnoe of the concession to the eommerolel
» id "luteal interests ol the United Stetee eennot easily be


